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CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES 
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All of the Cathedral Staff and Rectory Office 

would like to wish you and your families a very  
Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.   

The Rectory office will be closed 
 December  26th, and January 2nd. 
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A 2nd Collection will be taken up at Christmas Eve 
and all Masses Christmas Day for Diocesan Catho-
lic Social Services.  Your generosity in this time of 

giving will be greatly appreciated����
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The Adoration Chapel will be closed for two weeks 
during the Christmas Season.  There will be no 
Adoration from December 20 - January 2.  Adora-
tion will resume on regular schedule starting Tues-
day, January 3.  May all Adorers receive the bless-
ing of a beautiful Advent season and a Blessed 
Christmas. 
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The 2011 Cathedral Heritage Ball Committee 
sincerely thanks all of our dedicated commit-
tee members, volunteers, sponsors, donors, 
friends and attendees of this year’s ball.  
Check the Twin Spires for an article about 
the ball in the very next issue! 
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A new Bible study group is forming at the Cathe-
dral.  The group will be using the book Courageous 
Love:  A Bible Study on Holiness for Women.  We  
will meet after the noon Mass on Friday, in the par-
ish hall.  For any additional information call Lauren 
Morris @897-7834 or Lydia Cubbedge @239-8982. 
We hope it will be a good aid for a holy and Blessed 
Advent and beyond.  All are welcome! 
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SUNDAY 

 
 

 
MONDAY 
 
 
TUESDAY 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 
 
 
THURSDAY 
 
 
FRIDAY 
 
 
SATURDAY 

Pro Populo 
Philip DeGrandis (Anni) 
Stella Letcher (Anni) 
Ron Senkowski 
Int. of Joseph & Dolores Aliffi 
Fred & Josephine Doyle 
End to Abortions 
Alberta Chance (Anni) 
Arthur E. Pierce, Sr. (MM) 
Edward F. White (Anni) 
Arthur E. Pierce, Jr. (MM) 
Oli Pinckney 
 
Prolife Anderson 
Bob Welcher 
 
Harriett T. Anderson (MM) 
All Souls in Purgatory 
 
Jack & Peg Flanagan Dressel 
Margaret Agnes Peyton 
 

 

 

December 25: No Class 
January 01: No Class 
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The Diocese of Savannah will celebrate World Mar-
riage Day on Sunday, February 12 at the 11:30 am 
Mass at the Cathedral.  Couples celebrating their Sil-
ver (25 years, married in 1987) and Golden (50 
years, married in 1962) wedding anniversaries dur-
ing the year 2012 are invited to attend this Mass. 
Couples married 60, 65 or more years may also  sign 

up.    Each couple will receive a cer-
tificate signed by the Bishop. A recep-
tion follows the Mass. Please contact 
the Cathedral Office at 233-4709   be-
fore the January 6 deadline.   
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Partial Tuition Assistance for Elementary, High School and College Students 
now available from the Diocese of Savannah Catholic Schools Office 

 
 

The Diocese of Savannah provides partial tuition assistance awards (elementary, secondary & Catholic 
college) to families that qualify and make proper application. 
 
Catholic College Scholarship Applications:  Applicants must complete a Catholic College Scholarship 
application.  The application is good for one year only and reapplication is necessary for renewal.  Catho-
lic College Awards from the Diocese of Savannah will be determined as follows:  Awards of $2,000 each 
are given to one freshman, one sophomore, one junior and one senior from the applications processed.  
The deadline for 2012-2013 college applications is February 28, 2012 and are available from school coun-
selors or by calling the Catholic Schools Office at 912-201-4121 or e-mail schoolsdiosav.org. 
 
Catholic Elementary and High School Tuition Assistance Applications:  Applictions for partial tuition 
assistance for the school year 2012-2013 will be available January 1, 2012 from the school your child at-
tends or will attend and from the Catholic Schools Office.  You can call them at 912-201-4121 or e-mail 
schoolsdiosav.org.  Online applications are available and paper applications must be mailed by March 16, 
2012. 
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St. Vincent’s Academy will hold an Open House for prospective students on Sunday, Janu-
ary 8, 2012 at 1:00 pm in the gym located on the corner of Lincoln and Harris Streets.  
Please come and join us. 
We will also hold our Placement Test on Saturday, January 14, 2012 from 8:00 am to 11:30 
am.  Students please enter through the Lincoln Street gate.  Please bring two #2 pencils and 
$20 for the testing fee when you attend.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact the 
school at 912-236-5508 or visit us online at www.svaga.net.   
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Blessed Sacrament will welcome students and their parents at the school’s Open House Sunday, Jan. 29 
from 11 am to 2 pm.  Prospective students and parents will get a tour of the school and have the opportu-
nity to fill out registration applications.  You may contact the school in advance to sign up for Open House 
at 912-356-6987.  The school was founded in 1939 with 2 classrooms and 3 Sisters of Mercy as the fac-
ulty.  Today there are 2 sections of each grade level from Pre-K through 8th grades with a current enroll-
ment of approximately 425 students.  The school offers a rigorous, faith-based academic program and 
maintains small class sizes.  Blessed Sacrament has received accreditation by both SACS and FCC.   
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All young people in Grades 7-12 are encouraged to participate!  Students have an opportunity to learn 
about poverty in the U.S. and to use that knowledge to creatively communicate a faith response that gets to 
the roots causes of poverty.  Students can win up to $100 locally and $500 nationally!  To learn more 
about the Art Contest, call Jennifer Fleming at Catholic Social Services, 201-4068 or email at jbflem-
ing@diosav.org. 
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Jan Cunningham in the Cathedral rectory is a Notary.  
Please call in advance to make arrangements if you are in 
need of a Notary for documents.  (No fee.)   

Cathedral Parish Council 
Cathedral Parish Council Membership:   Marti Bockhold, Noreen Buckstine, Gerald Cyr, Jean Dorsinville,  

Roger Haneline, Peter Paolucci, Gretchen Reese and Deborah Wade.   
  Ex-Officio-Non Voting Members are:   Msgr. William O. O’Neill, Fr. Christopher Ortega,   

Br. Robert Sokolowski, Deacon Dewain E. Smith and Will Cubbedge (Prolife rep.)  
Jean Dorsinville is the 2010-2011 Chairman and Peter Paolucci is the Vice Chairman. 

The next Council meeting to be Monday, Jan. 23, 2012 at 6:30 PM in Rectory Meeting Room. 
Parishioners are invited to attend. 
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PRO-LIFE THURSDAY MORNING 
Our prayer vigil becomes ten years old in 2011!  Local Catholics and Christians representing various de-
nominations are now a consistent presence on Thursday mornings at the abortion clinic located at 120 E 
34th Street.  We pray there because over 2,000 innocent, preborn children lose their lives at this location 
every year!  “I give you a new commandment:  love one another.  As I have you, so you also should 
love one another.”  ( John 13:34) Please join us between 9:30 and noon on Thursday mornings.  “Let us 
not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Gal. 
6:9).”   

NEW FLIGHT—The New Flight Catholic 
Group for divorced, separated, widowed and single 
adults meets on alternate Tuesday evenings at dif-
ferent restaurants to share fellowship and commu-
nity.  Occasionally they meet for a potluck meal, a 
retreat day or conference.  To be added to the email 
list and notified of activities please contact Sr. Pat 
Brown at familylife@diosav.org.  Looking forward 
to welcoming you into the group! 

 
 
 

SAVANNAH CATHOLIC CAMPUS MINISTRY 
Calling all Savannah college students! Savannah 
Catholic Campus Ministry is dedicated to serving 
college students who desire to enter more deeply 
into a relationship with Christ through fellowship 
and formation in the Catholic Faith. Bible studies, 
fun social events, informing talks, mentorship and 
more are available.   Please email Helen Almeter, 
Campus Minister, at savannahcreed@gmail.com 
with your contact information  or call (912) 201-
4056. Facebook:CREED Savannah Catholic 
Campus Ministry for regular announcements. 
 
 
 

CATHEDRAL FACEBOOK PAGE 
“Like” our Facebook Page 
“Cathedral of St. John the Bap-
tist” to be updated on the differ-
ent events going on at the par-
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If you're a returning Catholic, you must have 
many questions.  Let us help you find the an-
swers.  Our priests are warm and eager to help 
you.  Father Chris, Father Dan or Monsignor 
O’Neill would be glad to hear your story and 
help you learn how to make your Catholic Faith 
the center of your life.  This would not be a con-
fession, just a starting point for you to get the 
answers you need to move forward.   
You have already taken the first step.  You 
are here.  Let us help you take the next step.  To 
set up a time to meet with a priest, call 912-233-
4 7 0 9  o r  e m a i l  u s  a t 
info@SavannahCathedral.org and put 
“Coming Home” in the subject line.  
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NEW PARISHIONERS NEW PARISHIONERS NEW PARISHIONERS    
& ADDRESS CHANGES& ADDRESS CHANGES& ADDRESS CHANGES   

   

Those wishing to become a parishioner of the 
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, should complete 
the following and drop it in the offertory 
collection basket. A census form will be mailed to 
you. Thank you. 
 

  New Parishioner                                Change of Address  
 
Name  _________________________________________                                                                                    
 

Address   _______________________________       
 

________________________________________ 
                                                                
Telephone Number  ______________________________ 

 
Email Address  __________________________________ 

 

Mail to:  222 E. Harris St., Savannah, GA 
31401. You may place form in collection basket. 

 
CATHEDRAL PARISH OFFERTORY  

Offertory December 18, 2011: $ NA 
Offertory December 19, 2010: $ 19,784.60 

      
 

VISITOR’S DEPOSITORY BOX  
                 Week Prior to December 18, 2011: $ NA 
                 Week Prior to December 19, 2010: $382.00 
 
 

2011 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
               Parish Target                             $  69,896.00 
               Pledges @ 28% participation   $110,383.00    
 Collected                               $ 106,281.00 

 

CONTINUE THE MISSION 
RESTORATION DEBT REDUCTION 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
 

    Debt, April 2005                       $1,800.000.00 
    Goal of Capital Campaign:       $1,000,000.00 
    Parish Pledges (45%)           $1,155,370.97 
    Other Pledges             $   176,908.13 
    TOTAL PLEDGES           $1,332,279.10 
                 Pledges Collected (94%)           $1,261,749.34 
                 Parish Payments           $ 1,425,000.00 
    Diocesan Payments                   $   200,000.00 
                  
                                           TOTAL PAYMENTS             $1,625,000.00 
    Remaining Debt                       $   175,000.00����

 WEEKLY REMINDERS  
 

·   Please turn off cell phones/pagers during Mass.    
·   Notify the rectory of hospitalized parishioners & 
their Room Number at 233-4709.  
·   Abuse Hotline Number 1-888-357-5330.  
Copies of the policy on sexual abuse of minors are  

available on the tables at  the rear of the Cathedral.  
·   Please consider use of the Sunday nursery for 
children under four years old.    
·   Please send Mass Intention requests to the rectory 
office in writing. Please do not call them in over the 
phone.   

 

ACTIVE PARISHIONER STATUS 
We receive many requests for parishioners to qual-
ify for weddings here, or to be godparents or spon-
sors for the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirma-
tion, and to rightfully enjoy the number of services 
offered at the Cathedral.  Part of that request is to 
be able to verify that a person is an “active mem-
ber” of the Cathedral Parish.  Because of the na-
ture of our congregation, having so many visitors, it 
is difficult to know everyone.   
An “active member’ of this Parish is one who:  
· Is properly registered and on the parish rolls. 
· Faithfully attends Mass on Sundays and Holy 

Days 
· Participates in parish activities when possible 
· Uses the parish envelope system 
While assessments of an inquirer’s status will be 
made individually, the above are the main factors 
that will be considered in making that determina-
tion.   

PARTICIPATING  CATHOLIC TUITION ����
Cathedral parishioners who have children in 
Catholic Schools and who wish to receive the par-
ish participating tuition rate must be endorsed by 
Msgr. O’Neill.  A participating parishioner is a pa-
rishioner who attends Mass on weekends and Holy 
Days of Obligation, participates in the sacraments, 
participates in the activities of the parish, contrib-
utes to the offertory collection in a recognizable 
way by using envelopes or checks as a means of 
verification of attendance.����

  


